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United Association of Journeymen and 

Apprentices of The Plumbing and Pipefitting  

Industry of The United States and Canada

969 ALLOY DRIVE, THUNDER BAY, ON P7B 5Z8
PH: 807-623-1041   FAX: 807-623-0403 EMAIL:  local628@tbaytel.net
September 6, 2011

Brothers and sisters,

As you are all aware, we will be having a Provincial election on October 6th. The importance of re-electing the Liberal party cannot be stressed strongly enough. The Provincial Building Trades (representing all the unionized construction trades), as well as the Ontario Pipe Trades Council, have unanimously endorsed the Liberal party in the upcoming election. At our June membership meeting, the member’s of Local 628 voted to endorse and support the re-election of our current MPP’s, Bill Mauro and Michael Gravelle.

MPP for Thunder Bay-Atikokan Bill Mauro is a former member of Local 628 who fully understands and supports the importance of the Unionized Construction Trades in Northern Ontario. MPP for Thunder Bay-Superior North Michael Gravelle is the Minister of Northern Development and Mines. With the bright future facing NW Ontario, being in support of Michael can only help us. Bill Mauro and Michael Gravelle have worked hard to address the concerns of the North. Their efforts have, and will continue to put our members to work. A few of the current and future projects they have supported include the new angioplasty lab, cancer research, consolidated courthouse, OPP stations, coal plant conversions and the new long-term care facilities.

On a Provincial note, the Liberal party have introduced card based certification (making it easier to join a union), established the College of Trades (the new governing body for apprenticeship programs of which we will have input), and invested in infrastructure projects throughout the Province putting our members to work.

Tim Hudak and his PC’s have told us directly that if they are elected, one of the first things they will do is eliminate mandatory certificate of qualification requirements and reduce the amount of Ministry of Labour inspectors on jobsites. What this means is that anyone they deem to be competent would be able to do plumbing, steamfitting or other tradework in Ontario. The safety requirements on construction projects would go out the window. The gains we have made since the Mike Harris era would be quickly decimated. One has to look at the Federal PC’s and see how they treated the postal workers. Tim Hudak would be quick to follow these steps in Ontario if he is elected.

I cannot stress enough the importance of getting out to vote and making your vote count. Our Local has also pledged our support to help out in the campaign process of Bill Mauro and Michael Gravelle. We will be pounding lawn signs and offering whatever it takes to help. If you would like to help out, please call Al or myself at the Union hall.

Fraternally yours,
Terry Webb, Business Manager, U.A. Local 628 Plumbers, Fitters & Welders
Affiliated with A.F.L.-C.I.O., Building and Construction Trades Department, Metal Trades Department, Union Label Trades Department


Composed of Journeymen and Apprentices, who have Jurisdiction over every Branch of The Plumbing and Pipefitting Industry


